Steelhead trout

spotted in creek
raise fish stakes

By Kristin Butler
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FREMONT — A federally pro-
tected steelhead troul was
fonmd Thursday trying to swim
up Alameda Creek. raising the
stakes in a growing conflict be-
tween water needs and fish
rights In the ereek-turned-llood
control channel.

On Thursday, an 11-year-old
Fremont boy found the 22-inch
trout struggling o swim up-
stream  in the flood control
channel near Decoto Road,

Activisls with the Alameda
Creek Alliance say the discovery
is the proof they need to con-
vince local water districts (o
build fish ladders and make
other changes on the ereek o
help the fish reach spawning
grounds upsiream.

It i= the first wild steelhead
documented In the area since
the fish disappeared from the
creck during the 19505 Water
districts have demanded phys-
feal  proof and this sighting.
according to activists, is 1L,

“This is a big breakthrough
because the sieelhead is lisied
as a threatened species,” said
Jelt Miller, organizer with the
grass-roots environmental
group.

Bul the National Marine Fish-
eries — which listed the fish as
threatened in August and is re-
sponsible  for lis  protection

— has been slow (o decide
what dctions, i any. districts
must take to protect the flsh,
Usually the agency has 60 days
1o set Tules on newly listed spe-
cies, but éxperts estimate the
rules will not happen until Feb-
ruary 1998,

Water district officials say the
fish's needs must be balanced
agalnst the community's need
for “water and contend that
more research must be done to
prowe that the fish could survive
upsiream {f they made it that
far,

The trout, which is belng
weighed and studied by officials
al the East Bay Regional Parks
District, is the second wild
spawning fish to be lound in the
lower end of the ereek in recent
months.

On the day afler Thanks-
giving, Ken Elliot, 48, pholo-
graphed a 25-pound King
salmon (rying 1o scale a con-
grete welr near the BART tracks
on Alameda Creek before water
district dams inflated, stranded,
and lkilled it.

“It was really obwious
watching that flsh that i
wouldn'l take much to help iL"
Elliot said,

The salmon is not endan-
gered, but its presence shows
that wild fish are trying (o swim
up the creek, a fact thai used to
be disputed, Miller said.



An Alamacln County Water Dlstri::t emplme l:trags a d«aad king saimnn nut of Alameda crenk

Both fish swam from the Bay,
four or five: miles away, and
seemed to be trying to reach an-
cient spawning grounds up-
siream, They were blocked by a
concrete welr and three inflat-
able dams operated by the Ala-
meda County Water District,
The dams are inflated during
low-flow periods lo retain water

used to replenish ground water
supplies.

Environmentalists say they
wanl the water district to build
{ish ladders, install fish screens,
and release extra water to help
the fish travel back to the Bay.

That would cost teo much
money and cause a waler
shortage for local residents,

said Paul Piraing, assistant gen-
eral manager for the Alameda
County Water District. San
Francisco residents — served
by the San Francisco Water Dis-
trict channel that flows through
Mameda Creek — and future
residents in the Tri-Valley area
also may be affected, he said.
Officials at the districts {nsist

that studies be done to prove
the fish would survive if they
made it upstream.

The Alliance’s neat meeting is
Jar, 8 al 7 po iR ﬂw Cen

terville  Public Libwy,; 2
Nicolette Ave., &f

fnfornuation, mﬂmﬁ :




